United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 223 13-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCICET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 



09/745,594 



12/22/2000 



Robert Adams 



8791 7590 10/20/2006 

BLAKELY SOKOLOFF TAYLOR & ZAFMAN 

12400 WILSHIRE BOULEVARD 

SEVENTH FLOOR 

LOS ANGELES, CA 90025-1030 



10559-341001/ P9886 



1184 



EXAMINER 



JACOBS, LASHONDA T 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2157 

DATE MAILED: 10/20/2006 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



Office Action Summary 


Application No. 

09/745,594 


Applicant(s) 

ADAMS ET AL. 


Examiner 

LaShonda T. Jacobs 


Art Unit 

2157 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address -■ 



Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 
This is a Final Office Action in response to Applicants' Amendment/Request for 
Reconsideration filed on July 28, 2006. Claims 1-5, 7-10 and 12-20 are presented for further 
examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-5, 7-10 and 12-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Hopmann et al (hereinafter, "Hopmann", U.S. Pat. No. 6,6694,335) in view of Dillon et al 
(hereinafter, "Dillon", 6,658,463) and in further view of Mahajan et al (hereinafter, "Mahajan", 
U.S. Pat. No. 6,226,650). 

As per claim 1, Hopmann discloses a communication system for accessing and managing 
a database, comprising: 

• a portable wireless communication appliance (col. 10, lines 25-28); 

• a remote device (server) with access to the database, the database residing remote to 
wireless communication appliance (col. 9, lines 62-65 and col. 10, lines 28-36); and 

However, Hopmann does not explicitly disclose: 
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• a cache device configured to communicate wirelessly with the portable wireless 
communication appliance and to communicate with the remote device, the cache 
device storing a copy of a predetermined portion of the database. 

Dillon discloses a system and method for enhancing satellite multicast performance 
including: 

• a cache device (proxy) configured to communicate wirelessly with the portable 
wireless communication appliance and to communicate with the remote device, the 
cache device storing a copy of a predetermined portion of the database, wherein the 
portable wireless communication appliance operates on the database via the cache 
device, in one of a mode connected to the remote device or a mode unconnected to the 
remote device, the mode being dependent on the accessibility of the remote device 
(col. 7, lines 44-66). 

Given the teaching of Dillon, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to modify Hopmann by including a proxy server between the client and server in order to provide 
information to client without having to communicate with the server in a timely and efficient 
manner. 

However, Hopmann in view of Dillon does not explicitly disclose: 

• wherein the remote device is configured to both send and retrieve database updates to 
and from the portable wireless communication appliance via the cache device. 

Mahajan discloses a database synchronization and organization system and method 
comprising: 
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• wherein the remote device is configured to both send and retrieve database updates to 
and from the portable wireless communication appliance via the cache device (col. 5, 
lines 36-51). 

Given the teaching of Mahajan, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to modify Hopmann in view of Dillon by allowing the 
server to update and retrieve information from the client's cache in order to synchronize the 
server and client databases so that both databases contains the same information/data thereby 
providing updated information to the databases in a timely and efficient manner. 

As per claim 2, Hopmann discloses wherein the portable wireless communication 
appliance comprises one of a: 

• radiotelephone, a personal digital assistant, or a portable computer (col. 10, lines 25- 
28. 

As per claim 3, Hopmann discloses wherein the remote device comprises: 

• a personal computer, a desktop computer, or a server device connected to a network 
(col. 9, lines 62-65 and col. 10, lines 28-36). 

As per claim 4, Hopmann discloses: 

• a wireless communication device operative to communicate with the portable wireless 
communication device (col. 10, lines 25-45). 

• a storage device for storing the copy of the portion of the database (abstract, col. 1 0, 
lines 16-21, lines 41-45 and col.l 1, lines 15-30); and 
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• data processor operative to execute preprogrammed instructions and managing the 
copy of the portion of the database in the storage device (col. 9, lines 42-50, col. 10, 
lines 16-21, lines 41-45 and col. 11, lines 15-30). 

As per claim 15, Hopmann discloses a method comprising: 

• establishing a wireless communication link between a portable wireless 
communication appliance (col. 10, lines 25-45); 

• setting cache-device preferences (col. 11, lines 15-30, lines 34-52 and col. 12, lines 
35-45); 

• synchronizing a copy of a portion of a database stored in the cache device with the 
database communicatively coupled to the remote device (col. 11, lines 15-30, lines 
34-52 and col. 12, lines 35-45). 

However, Hopmann does not explicitly disclose: 

• sending a remote-device discovery inquiry by way of the wireless communication 
link; 

• determining if a remote device is available for communication with the cache device; 

• monitoring the availability of the remote device. 

Dillon discloses a system and method for enhancing satellite multicast performance 
including: 

• sending a remote-device discovery inquiry by way of the wireless communication 
link (col. 7, lines 44-66); 

• determining if a remote device is available for communication with the cache device 
(col. 7, lines 44-66); 
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• monitoring the availability of the remote device (col. 7, lines 44-66). 

Given the teaching of Dillon, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to modify Hopmann by including a proxy server between the client and server in order to provide 
information to client without having to communicate with the server in a timely and efficient 
manner. 

As per claims 5, 10 and 16, Hopmann discloses a method and computer program product 
of accessing and managing a database accessible by a remote device, the method comprising: 

• establishing a wireless communication link between a portable wireless 
communication appliance (col. 10, lines 25-45); 

However, Hopmann does not explicitly disclose: 

• send a remote-device discovery inquiry; 

• determine if a remote device having access to the database is available for 
communication with the cache device; 

• a cache device storing a portion of the database; and 

• accessing the copy of the portion of the database stored in the cache device. 
Dillon discloses a system and method for enhancing satellite multicast performance 

including: 

• send a remote-device discovery inquiry (col. 9, lines 30-39); 

• determine if a remote device having access to the database is available for 
communication with the cache device (col. 9, lines 40-46); 

• a cache device storing a portion of the database (col. 7, lines 44-66); 
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• accessing the copy of the portion of the database stored in the cache device when the 
remote device is not available (col. 7, lines 44-66); and 

• accessing the database accessible by the remote device via the cache device when the 
remote device is available (col. 7, lines 44-66). 

Given the teaching of Dillon, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to modify Hopmann by including a proxy server between the client and server in order to provide 
information to client without having to communicate with the server in a timely and efficient 
manner. 

As per claims 7 and 12, Hopmann discloses: 

• setting cache-device preferences when the remote device is available, wherein cache- 
device preferences comprise user preferences and configuration settings (col. 11, lines 
15-30, lines 34-52 and col. 12, lines 35-45). 

As per claim 8 and 13, Hopmann discloses the invention substantially as claims discussed 

above: 

However, Hopmann does not explicitly disclose: 

• monitoring the availability of the remote device. 

Dillon discloses a system and method for enhancing satellite multicast performance 
including: 

• monitoring the availability of the remote device (col. 9, lines 40-46). 

Given the teaching of Dillon, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to modify Hopmann by including a proxy server between the client and server in order to provide 
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information to client without having to communicate with the server in a timely and efficient 
manner. 

As per claims 9 and 14, Hopmann discloses: 

• synchronizing the copy of the portion of the database with the database according to 
the cache-device preferences (col. 11, lines 15-30, lines 34-52 and col. 12, lines 35- 
45). . 

As per claim 17, Hopmann discloses the invention substantially as claims discussed 

above. 

However, Hopmann does not explicitly disclose: 

• wherein the cache device has a storage capacity larger than the portable wireless 
communication appliance. 

Dillon discloses a system and method for enhancing satellite multicast performance 
including: 

• wherein the cache device has a storage capacity larger than the portable wireless 
communication appliance (col. 7, lines 44-66). 

Given the teaching of Dillon, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to modify Hopmann by including a proxy server between the client and server in order to provide 
information to client without having to communicate with the server in a timely and efficient 
manner. 

As per claim 18, Hopmann discloses the invention substantially as claims discussed. 

above. 

However, Hopmann does not explicitly disclose: 
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• wherein the cache device is configured to receive the copy of a predetermined portion 
of the database from the portable wireless communication appliance for storing when 
the remote device is unavailable. 

Dillon discloses a system and method for enhancing satellite multicast performance 
including: 

• wherein the cache device is configured to receive the copy of a predetermined portion 
of the database from the portable wireless communication appliance for storing when 
the remote device is unavailable (col. 4, lines 13-24, col. 5, lines 48-65 and col. 11, 
lines 50-59). 

Given the teaching of Dillon, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to modify Hopmann by including a proxy server between the client and server in order to provide 
information to client without having to communicate with the server in a timely and efficient 
manner. 

As per claim 19, Hopmann discloses the invention substantially as claims discussed 

above. 

However, Hopmann does not explicitly disclose: 

• wherein the cache device is configured to send the copy of a predetermined portion of 
the database to the remote device, for storing, when the remote device becomes 
available. 

Dillon discloses a system and method for enhancing satellite multicast performance 
including: 
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• wherein the cache device is configured to send the copy of a predetermined portion of 
the database to the remote device, for storing, when the remote device becomes 
available (col. 9, lines 40-46). 

Given the teaching of Dillon, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to modify Hopmann by including a proxy server between the client and server in order to provide 
information to client without having to communicate with the server in a timely and efficient 
manner. 

As per claim 20, Hopmann discloses the invention substantially as claims discussed 

above. 

However, Hopmann does not explicitly disclose: 

• wherein the cache device is configured to communicate with the remote device to 
update the database with the copy of a predetermined portion of the database when the 
portable wireless communication appliance is no longer in communication with the 
cache device. 

Dillon discloses a system and method for enhancing satellite multicast performance 
including: 

• wherein the cache device is configured to communicate with the remote device to 
update the database with the copy of a predetermined portion of the database when the 
portable wireless communication appliance is no longer in communication with the 
cache device (col. 9, lines 40-46). 

Given the teaching of Dillon, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to modify Hopmann by including a proxy server between the client and server in order to provide 
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information to client without having to communicate with the server in a timely and efficient 
manner. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments filed July 28, 2006 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

The Office notes following arguments: 

a. None of the references teach managing a database where a predetermined portion of the 
database is stored on the cache device where the cache-device is accessible to a portable device, 
where the portable device may cause an update to a remote database via remote device while 
connected to the cache-device or that the update is delayed until the remote device becomes 
available. 

b. Dillon et al do not teach updating or managing a database based on information received from 
a user (via the portable device). 

c. Dillon et al do not teach or suggest a system that will allow a user to continue to operate a 
portable device when unconnected to the remote device (server). 

d. Hopmann et al do not teach or suggest that a predetermined portion of a database is stored on a 
cache device, 

e. Hopmann et al do not teach a cache device. 

f. Combining the teachings Dillon et al, Hopmann et al and Mahajan et al will not result in 
i Applicants' claimed invention. 

In response to: 



Application/Control Number: 09/745,594 Page 12 

Art Unit: 2157 

(a)-(f), Applicants argue that none of the references teach managing a database where a 
predetermined portion of the database is stored on the cache device where the cache-device is 
accessible to a portable device, where the portable device may cause an update to a remote 
database via remote device while connected to the cache-device or that the update is delayed 
until the remote device becomes available in which Dillon et al do not teach or suggest updating 
or managing a database on information received from user nor do Dillon et al teach or suggest a 
system that will allow a user to continue to operate a portable device when unconnected to the 
remote device. Also Applicants argue that Hopmann do not teach a predetermined portion of a 
database is stored on a cache device neither do Hopmann teach a cache device. However, 
Examiner disagrees. Hopmann et al teaches a client (i.e. local, computer, portable computer, 
laptop computer, pda and the like) which can upload data/information from a remote computer 
(server) in which data is synchronized between the client and server in which the client will have 
the most up-to-date information. The client contains a local copy the data to work on when the 
client is not connected to server (Hopmann col. 9, lines 60-67, col. 10, lines 25-45 and col. 11, 
lines 15-43). Dillon et al a teaches a proxy server (cache device) that filters, delete, and update 
etc. entries from a database which was used in combination with Hopmann et al since a cache 
device is not explicitly disclose within Hopmann et al. Therefore one of ordinary skill in the at 
the time the invention was made would have been motivated to include a proxy server (cache 
device) with Hopmann et al to provide information to the client without having access the remote 
server in order to retrieve information in a timely and efficient manner. The Applicant always 
has the opportunity to amend the claims during prosecution and broad interpretation by the 
examiner reduces the possibility that the claim, once issued, will be interpreted more broadly 
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than is justified. In re Prater 162 USPQ 541, 550-51 (CCPA 1969). Hence, for the above reasons, 
it is believed that the rejection under 35 U.S.C. 103 provides substantial evidence to support the 
rationale statement in the above rejection. The rejection under 35 U.S.C. 103 should be 
sustained. 

Conclusion 

4. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL, Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LaShonda T. Jacobs whose telephone number is 571-272-4004. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 A.M.-5:00 P.M.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on 571-272-4001. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

ltj LaShonda T Jacobs 

October 10, 2006 Examiner 
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